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The Second Sunday after Christmas 
11 AM, Sunday, January 3, 2021 

 

WELCOME 

 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 

of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 

your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 

if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Stand/kneel 
 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
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that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 

of  all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the + Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Entrance Rite 
 

HYMN LBW 60 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

GLORIA Angels We Have Heard On High GLORIA 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word 

who became flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all 

that we do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

  

FIRST LESSON ............................................................................. Jeremiah 31:7-14, RSV 

The LORD promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In 

Zion Israel will rejoice over the LORD’s gifts of food and livestock. Young women will 

express their joy in dancing; the LORD will give gladness instead of sorrow. 
 

7For thus says the LORD: 

“Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

    and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

proclaim, give praise, and say, 

    ‘The LORD has saved his people, 

    the remnant of Israel.’ 
8Behold, I will bring them from the north country, 

    and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, 

    the woman with child and her who is in travail, together; 
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    a great company, they shall return here. 
9With weeping they shall come, 

    and with consolations I will lead them back, 

I will make them walk by brooks of water, 

    in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

for I am a father to Israel, 

    and E′phraim is my first-born. 
 

10“Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 

    and declare it in the coastlands afar off; 

say, ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

    and will keep him as a shepherd keeps his flock.’ 
11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 

    and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

    and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 

over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

    and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

their life shall be like a watered garden, 

    and they shall languish no more. 
13Then shall the maidens rejoice in the dance, 

    and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

I will turn their mourning into joy, 

    I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 
14I will feast the soul of the priests with abundance, 

    and my people shall be satisfied with my goodness, 

                says the LORD.” 
 

A The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 147:13-21 (To be responsively, beginning with the Pastor.) 
 

13Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem;  

 praise your God, O Zion;  
14for he has strengthened the bars of your gates;  

 he has blessed your children within you.  
15He has established peace on your borders;  

 he satisfies you with the finest wheat.  
16He sends out his command to the earth,  

 and his word runs very swiftly.  
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17He gives snow like wool;  

 he scatters hoarfrost like ashes.  
18He scatters his hail like bread crumbs.  

 Who can stand against his cold?  
19He sends forth his word and melts them;  

 he blows with his wind, and the waters flow.  
20He declares his word to Jacob,  

 his statutes and his judgments to Israel.  
21He has not done so to any other nation;  

 to them he has not revealed his judgments. Hallelujah!  

 

SECOND LESSON .................................................................... Ephesians 1:3-14, NRSV 

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and earth are 

united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been 

promised eternal salvation. 
 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

in Christ with every spiritual blessing 

in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose 

us in Christ before the foundation of 

the world to be holy and blameless 

before him in love. 5He destined us for 

adoption as his children through Jesus 

Christ, according to the good pleasure 

of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious 

grace that he freely bestowed on us in 

the Beloved. 7In him we have 

redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of his 

grace 8that he lavished on us. With all 

wisdom and insight 9he has made 

known to us the mystery of his will, 

according to his good pleasure that he 

set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to gather up all things 

in him, things in heaven and things on 

earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained 

an inheritance, having been destined 

according to the purpose of him who 

accomplishes all things according to 

his counsel and will, 12so that we, who 

were the first to set our hope on Christ, 

might live for the praise of his 

glory. 13In him you also, when you had 

heard the word of truth, the gospel of 

your salvation, and had believed in 

him, were marked with the seal of the 

promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the 

pledge of our inheritance toward 

redemption as God’s own people, to 

the praise of his glory. 

 

A The word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 



 5 

ALLELUIA VERSE, by Cantor 

Alleluia. 

All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL ...................................................................................... John 1:1-18, RSV 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the First Chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

n the beginning was the Word, and 

the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2He was in the 

beginning with God; 3all things were 

made through him, and without him 

was not anything made that was 

made. 4In him was life, and the life was 

the light of men. 5The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, 

whose name was John. 7He came for 

testimony, to bear witness to the light, 

that all might believe through him. 8He 

was not the light, but came to bear 

witness to the light. 
 9The true light that enlightens every 

man was coming into the world. 10He 

was in the world, and the world was 

made through him, yet the world knew 

him not. 11He came to his own home, 

and his own people received him 

not. 12But to all who received him, who 

believed in his name, he gave power to 

become children of God; 13who were 

born, not of blood nor of the will of the 

flesh nor of the will of man, but of 

God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us, full of grace and 

truth; we have beheld his glory, glory 

as of the only Son from the 

Father. 15(John bore witness to him, 

and cried, “This was he of whom I 

said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 

before me, for he was before 

me.’”) 16And from his fulness have we 

all received, grace upon grace. 17For the 

law was given through Moses; grace 

and truth came through Jesus 

Christ. 18No one has ever seen God; the 

only Son, who is in the bosom of the 

Father, he has made him known. 

 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord!  

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN LBW 41 O Little Town of Bethlehem ST. LOUIS 

 

 

I 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the 

dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

   

THE PRAYERS 

 

The Liturgy of the Eucharistic Meal 
 

THE PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you.  

 Let us offer a sign of peace to our neighbors: “Peace be with you.” 

 

THE OFFERING 
 

Donate now: Donate 
 

Here are some other options for giving: Ways to Give 
 

C Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first 

given us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 

love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (spoken) 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXwpSC7kePfnTsLV_Kum8L2XHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx-pkfrCkJGkD7Kn3ryfCxH4=&ver=3
https://www.immanuelnyc.org/ways-to-give
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Sanctus 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full 

of your glory. Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer I 

P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal 

your reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth 

are full of your glory. Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations. 

You rescued Israel, your chosen people. Through the prophets you renewed 

your promise; and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son, who in 

words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom and was obedient to your will, 

even to giving his life.  
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup we remember the life our 

Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await 

his coming in power to share with us the great and promised feast. 
 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of his 

resurrection, that we who receive the Lord’s body and blood may live to the 

praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
 

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, 

and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he 

comes as victorious Lord of all. 
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C Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor 

and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Fraction (The Bread is broken) 

 

Agnus Dei 

C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 

+ If you are home during this pandemic, worshiping online with us, here is a possible 

“Prayer for Spiritual Communion” lifted up in a recent Forum Letter (May 2020). 

Forum Letter is a respected Lutheran newsletter published by the American Lutheran 

Publicity Bureau: 
 

 My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 

things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already 

there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
 

Communion Anthem            O magnum mysterium     Tom                     

(c. 1548-1611) 

     The Immanuel Choir 
 

O magnum mysterium 

et admirabile sacramentum, 

ut animalia viderent Dominum natum 

jacentem in praesepio. 

O beata Virgo, cujus viscera meruerunt 

portare Dominum Jesum Christum. 

Alleluia! 

O great mystery 

and wonderful sacrament, 

that animals should see the new-born 

Lord lying in a manger! 

O blessed is the Virgin, whose womb 

was worthy to bear Christ the Lord. 

Alleluia! 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

BENEDICTION  

 

HYMN LBW 39 Joy to the World ANTIOCH 

   

DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

Parish Announcements 
 

+ LOOKING AHEAD: Next Sunday, January 10, is the combination of two 

major festivals: The Epiphany of Our Lord and the Baptism of Our Lord. 

Please join us in church or online. We mean to send out the link for online 

worship on Sunday morning. 

+ COPYRIGHTS: Parts of the liturgy and scripture introductions come from or 

are based on those from Sundays and Seasons, Copyright © 2021 Augsburg 

Fortress. Readings of Holy Scripture are downloaded from Bible Gateway — 

https://www.biblegateway.com/. Copyright information for the various 

translations is included on the Bible Gateway website. 

+ NEW TO PRAYER LIST: Julia Rudat, The Romano Family (John, Jeanne, 

Emma and Lucy), Marion Molno, Emma Kaefer, Bruce Harbour (Robin’s 

father), Peter Davie (godfather of Thomas Wicks), Robert Mallery (son-in-law 

of David Kiehl’s sister), Wolfgang Hahn, Yoleidy Perez (Tamares’s brother), 

Obdulia Mundo (friend of Maggie Schreiber), Charlie Beckwith (friend of 

Thomas Wicks), Olga Beloded (John Imhof’s wife), Mary Ann Grant 

(Deirdre’s mother) 
 


