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The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
11 AM Sunday, February 14, 2021 

 
Transfiguration, Raphael, 1520, detail, Vatican Museum  

 

arm welcome to Immanuel Lutheran Church. God’s blessings to you on this 

final Sunday of the Epiphany Season. Here at Immanuel, we tend to have a soft 

spot in our heart for this particular Sunday, Transfiguration Sunday, because it is an 

anniversary Sunday for our church. The beginning liturgy for our church was back in 

Civil War days, on Transfiguration Sunday 1863. At 10 AM that day, a group of our 

Immanuel ancestors gathered for worship in the courthouse, led by The Rev. C. Julius 
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Renz, and afterwards met and voted to establish our Lutheran congregation. So today 

is our 158th anniversary. Our church’s Transfiguration painting above our altarpiece is a 

tribute to that founding liturgy. 

 We are honored and delighted that you are here and hope that you will return. If 

you do not already have a church home in our city, please consider joining this 

congregation. We would rejoice to have you. Just speak with Pastor Carol or send her 

an email (ceafryer@gmail.com). 

In Christ, 

 
Pastor Gregory Fryer 

 

 
Lutheran Book of Worship, Setting Three 

 

PRELUDE 

Please stand when the minister approaches the center aisle. 
 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

Stand/kneel 
 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
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P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 

sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen 
 

The Entrance Rite 
 

HYMN LBW 89 How Good, Lord, to Be Here       POTSDAM 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, on the mountain you showed your glory in the 

transfiguration of your Son. Give us the vision to see beyond the turmoil of our 

world and to behold the king in all his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen 
 

Sit 

The Liturgy of the Word of God 
  

FIRST LESSON ............................................................................................ 2 Kings 2:1-12, RSV 
Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to Elisha. Their 

travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses died) and the parting of 

the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses. 
 

 1Now when the LORD was about to 

take Eli′jah up to heaven by a whirlwind, 

Eli′jah and Eli′sha were on their way from 

Gilgal. 2And Eli′jah said to Eli′sha, “Tarry 

here, I pray you; for the LORD has sent me 

as far as Bethel.” But Eli′sha said, “As the 

LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will 

not leave you.” So they went down to 

Bethel. 3And the sons of the prophets who 

were in Bethel came out to Eli′sha, and 

said to him, “Do you know that today the 

LORD will take away your master from 

over you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; 

hold your peace.” 
 4Eli′jah said to him, “Eli′sha, tarry here, 

I pray you; for the LORD has sent me to 

Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, 

and as you yourself live, I will not leave 

you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The sons of 

the prophets who were at Jericho drew 

near to Eli′sha, and said to him, “Do you 

know that today the LORD will take away 
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your master from over you?” And he 

answered, “Yes, I know it; hold your 

peace.” 
 6Then Eli′jah said to him, “Tarry here, I 

pray you; for the LORD has sent me to the 

Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, 

and as you yourself live, I will not leave 

you.” So the two of them went on. 7Fifty 

men of the sons of the prophets also went, 

and stood at some distance from them, as 

they both were standing by the Jordan. 
8Then Eli′jah took his mantle, and rolled it 

up, and struck the water, and the water 

was parted to the one side and to the 

other, till the two of them could go over 

on dry ground. 
 9When they had crossed, Eli′jah said to 

Eli′sha, “Ask what I shall do for you, 

before I am taken from you.” And Eli′sha 

said, “I pray you, let me inherit a double 

share of your spirit.” 10And he said, “You 

have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me 

as I am being taken from you, it shall be 

so for you; but if you do not see me, it 

shall not be so.” 11And as they still went 

on and talked, behold, a chariot of fire and 

horses of fire separated the two of them. 

And Eli′jah went up by a whirlwind into 

heaven. 12And Eli′sha saw it and he cried, 

“My father, my father! the chariots of 

Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him 

no more. 

 Then he took hold of his own clothes 

and rent them in two pieces.
 

A The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 50:1-6, LBW 
1The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken;  

 he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.  
2Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty,  

 God reveals himself in glory.  
3Our God will come and will not keep silence;  

 before him there is a consuming flame, and round about him a raging storm.  
4He calls the heavens and the earth from above  

 to witness the judgment of his people.  
5“Gather before me my loyal followers,  

 those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”  
6Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause;  

 for God himself is judge.  
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SECOND LESSON .............................................................................. 2 Corinthians 4:3-6, RSV 
The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord Jesus 

Christ. Just as God made light shine out of darkness at creation, he makes the light of Jesus Christ shine 

in our lives through Christian ministry. 
 

3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is 

veiled only to those who are perishing. 4In 

their case the god of this world has 

blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to 

keep them from seeing the light of the 

gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 

likeness of God. 5For what we preach is 

not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, 

with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ 

sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let 

light shine out of darkness,” who has 

shone in our hearts to give the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the face 

of Christ.
 

A The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE 

C Alleluia.  

 Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  

 Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL .................................................................................................. Mark 9:2-9, RSV 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the Ninth Chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

nd after six days Jesus took with 

him Peter and James and John, and 

led them up a high mountain apart by 

themselves; and he was transfigured 

before them, 3and his garments became 

glistening, intensely white, as no fuller on 

earth could bleach them. 4And there 

appeared to them Elijah with Moses; and 

they were talking to Jesus. 5And Peter said 

to Jesus, “Master, it is well that we are 

here; let us make three booths, one for you 

and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 

6For he did not know what to say, for they 

were exceedingly afraid. 7And a cloud 

overshadowed them, and a voice came 

out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; 

listen to him.” 8And suddenly looking 

around they no longer saw any one with 

them but Jesus only.  

 9And as they were coming down the 

mountain, he charged them to tell no one 

what they had seen, until the Son of man 

should have risen from the dead.

 

P The Gospel of the Lord.      

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 
 

Following the sermon, silence for reflection.  

A 
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HYMN LBW 518 Beautiful Savior SCHÖNSTER HERR JESU 

 

NICENE CREED (In olden days, it was customary for people to bow at the confession of the 

Holy Incarnation: “…and was made man.” This seems especially suitable for the great 

Church liturgies. If you would like to do so, the place is marked with italics in this text:) 
 

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us 

and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he 

was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

The Liturgy of the Eucharistic Meal 
 

THE PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

Let us offer a sign of peace to our neighbors: “Peace be with you.” 
 

THE OFFERING 
 

Donate now: Donate 
 

Here are some other options for giving: Ways to Give 
 

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXwpSC7kePfnTsLV_Kum8L2XHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx-pkfrCkJGkD7Kn3ryfCxH4=&ver=3
https://www.immanuelnyc.org/ways-to-give
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A Let us pray. 

C Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 

us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 

Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (spoken) 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing our 

life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give 

way to his own brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Sanctus 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer II 

P You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness; you bring light from 

darkness, life from death, speech from silence. We worship you for our lives and for 

the world you give us. We thank you for the new world to come and for the love 

that will rule all in all. We praise you for the grace shown to Israel, your chosen, the 

people of your promise: the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the 

memory of the fathers, the homecoming from exile, and the prophets’ words that 

will not be in vain. In all this we bless you for your only-begotten Son, who fulfilled 

and will fulfill all your promises. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. 
 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the incarnation of your 

Son: his human birth and the covenant he made with us. We remember the sacrifice 

of his life: his eating with outcasts and sinners, and his acceptance of death. But 

chiefly we remember his rising from the tomb, his ascension to the seat of power, 

and his sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit. We cry out for the resurrection of 

our lives, when Christ will come again in beauty and power to share with us the 

great and promised feast. 
 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we and all who share in this bread and 

cup may be united in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, may enter the fullness of the 

kingdom of heaven, and may receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and 

unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as 

victorious Lord of all. 

C Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and 

glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Fraction (The Bread is broken) 
 

Agnus Dei 

C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

Sit 
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 

+ If you are home during this pandemic, worshiping online with us, here is a possible 

“Prayer for Spiritual Communion” lifted up in a recent Forum Letter (May 2020). Forum 

Letter is a respected Lutheran newsletter published by the American Lutheran Publicity 

Bureau: 
 

 My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself 

wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

 

Communion Anthem ich liege und Schlafe         Heinrich Schütz (1585-1672)   

Peter Becker, bass-baritone 
 

Ich liege und schlafe, 

und erwache, 

denn der Herr hält mich. 

Ich fürchte mich nicht  

für viel Hunderttausenden,  

die sich umher wider mich legen. 

Auf Herr, und hilf mir, mein Gott;  

denn du schlägest alle meine Feinde auf 

den Backen,  

und zerschmetterst der Gottlosen Zähne. 

Bei dem Herren findet man Hülfe,  

und deinen Segen über dein Volk, Sela. 

 

I lie down and sleep, 

and awake, 

for the Lord sustains me. 

I am not afraid 

of the many hundred thousands 

who encamp against me all around. 

Up, Lord, and help me, my God, 

for you strike all my enemies on the cheek 

and shatter the teeth of the godless. 

With the Lord one finds help 

and your blessing upon your people. 

Selah. (Psalm 3:6-9) 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

The Sending 
 

BENEDICTION (Spoken) 
 

HYMN WOV 797 O God Beyond All Praising THAXTED 
 

DISMISSAL 

 A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

 C Thanks be to God. 
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Parish Announcements 
 

+ COPYRIGHTS: Parts of the liturgy and scripture introductions come from or are 

based on those from Sundays and Seasons, Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. 

Readings of Holy Scripture are downloaded from Bible Gateway — 

https://www.biblegateway.com/. Copyright information for the various translations 

is included on the Bible Gateway website. 

+ NEW TO PRAYER LIST: Raymond Chin (cousin of Priscilla O’Carroll), Lois 

Richardson (mother of Carole Smith), Melissa Alke (friend of Kathy Jolowicz), Julia 

Rudat, The Romano Family (John, Jeanne, Emma and Lucy), Marion Molno, Emma 

Kaefer, Robert Mallery (son-in-law of David Kiehl’s sister), Wolfgang Hahn, Yoleidy 

Perez (Tamares’s brother), Obdulia Mundo (friend of Maggie Schreiber), Olga 

Beloded (John Imhof’s wife), Mary Ann Grant (Deirdre’s mother)  
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Immanuel Lutheran Church 

122 East 88th Street  New York, NY 10128  (212) 289-8128 

www.immanuelnyc.org www.facebook.com/ImmanuelLutheranChurchNYC 
 

HOLY COMMUNION .................................................................................................. 11 AM Sundays  

MIDWEEK HOLY COMMUNION .................................................................... 6:30 PM Wednesdays 

SUNDAY SCHOOL .............................................................................................. Via Zoom these days  

MONDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY ............................... 6:30 PM Mondays, via Zoom these days 

INTERIM OFFICE MANAGER .................................................................................... Melissa Phillips 

SEXTON ............................................................................................................................... Gerry Britton 

PARISH BOOKKEEPER ............................................................................................ Charles Derderian 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC ......................................................................................... Dr. Gwendolyn Toth 

PASTOR ................................................................................................................. Rev. Carol E. A. Fryer 

SENIOR PASTOR ................................................................................................. Rev. Gregory P. Fryer 
 

Some Parish Ministry Opportunities: 

CHOIR ........................................................... Director of Music Dr. Gwendolyn Toth (212) 289-8128 
 

e extend to you a cordial welcome and hope that you will return. If you are a visitor, 

please fill out one of the cards in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate or hand 

it to Pastor Carol Fryer. If you are interested in membership here at Immanuel, please contact 

the church office for an appointment with Pastor Carol. Or you can email her at 

ceafryer@gmail.com.  

+ HOLY COMMUNION is offered to all baptized Christians who have been instructed in the 

Church’s faith, who confess it with us (as in the Creeds), and who may in good conscience 

receive the Sacrament in keeping with the understanding with which it is celebrated here: 

namely, that the Body and Blood of Christ are truly present in the consecrated bread and 

wine and are distributed to and received by all who commune. 

+ HOLY BAPTISM is celebrated and MARRIAGES solemnized only after consultation with 

the pastor well in advance. If you or someone you know is ill, hospitalized, homebound, or 

otherwise in need of the ministry of the Church, let us know. Call the church office during 

the week from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

+ We mean for PRIVATE CONFESSION to be available as often as you need. Please call one 

of the Pastors (212-289-8128) or email them: gpfryer@gmail.com or ceafryer@gmail.com. 

+ LAYING ON OF HANDS AND ANOINTING WITH OIL FOR THE SICK is available. 

Again, simply contact Pastor Fryer.  

+ FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP: There is a long line of Christians, both rich and poor, who 

have disciplined themselves to budget a portion of their income, put it into an offering 

envelope first thing, and give it to the church. Pastors Carol and Gregory Fryer live by that 

tradition and commend it to you. Online giving is also available through our website, or by 

following this QR code with your phone camera:  
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